WORKSHEET 3-WORLDWIDE FESTIVALS
ACTIVITY 1-Warm-up- All over the world people  have special celebrations. Are you  going to  celebrate something  this month? Write  a message for your classmates:
Sample messages
Here in USA we celebrate Thanksgiving  on the fourth Thursday  in November.  We  have a family reunion and we eat traditional food: turkey, corn, cranberry sauce ,caramel sweet potatoes, pumpkin pie. It is  a day of giving thanks for the blessing of the harvest and of the preceding year.
								Jack
We can trace this historic American Christian tradition to the year 1623. After the harvest crops were gathered in November 1623, Governor William Bradford of the 1620 Pilgrim Colony, “Plymouth Plantation” in Plymouth, Massachusetts proclaimed:
"All ye Pilgrims with your wives and little ones, do gather at the Meeting House, on the hill… there to listen to the pastor, and render Thanksgiving to the Almighty God for all His blessings."
[image: Prayer. Copyrighted illustration. Courtesy of Films for Christ.]
ACTIVITY 2-Writing
Your message
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ACTIVITY 2-Speaking-	
Would you like to attend a Thanksgiving dinner? Why?	
Can you present some facts about a Romanian festival/ National holiday?
ACTIVITY 3 –Reading comprehension and speaking:
In groups, read and discuss how people celebrate:
        A.Saint Valentine’s Day
        B.Saint. Patrick’s Day
        C.Chinese New Year
        SAINT VALENTINE’S DAY[image: C:\Users\Mioara\Documents\valentinesdaylessonwork1.gif]
Group-work-Read the information in ANEXA 1 and answer the above questions:
[image: C:\Users\Mioara\Desktop\leprechaun.png][image: C:\Users\Mioara\Desktop\free_leprechaun_shutterstock_421171571.jpg]
A. SAINT PATRICK’S DAY
The person who was to become St. Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland, was born in Wales about AD 385. 
When he was 16, he was sold into slavery by a group of Irish bandits  that attacked  his village. During his captivity he became a Christian and adopted the name Patrick.
He escaped from slavery after six years and  travelled throughout Ireland, establishing monasteries across the country. He also set up schools and churches which would aid him to convert the Irish to Christianity.
His mission in Ireland lasted for thirty years. After that time, Patrick retired to County Down. He died on March 17 in AD 461. That day has been commemorated as St. Patrick's Day ever since.
Saint Patrick's Day has come to be associated with everything Irish: anything green and gold, shamrocks and luck. Most importantly, to those who celebrate its intended meaning, St. Patrick's Day is a traditional day for spiritual renewal.	
St. Patrick's Day was established as a way to recognize Saint Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland. Originally a religious holiday, it is now practiced on March 17th by many people throughout the world with food, drink and all things green.
On Saint Patrick’s Day people:
· Wear an all green t-shirt
· Green-striped polo or collared shirt 
· Leprechaun costume or own creation for those who are feeling particularly festive.
· Eat traditional Irish food - In Ireland, the day is usually celebrated by eating food such as pink bacon or  roast chicken. Beef and cabbage is from American tradition.
· Play some Irish music. Ireland has a long history with music, and many incredible styles have emerged. Celtic, folk and traditional Irish pub songs might just get you in the St. Patrick's Day spirit
· Attend local parades. If you can't make it to the five day festival in Dublin, Ireland, check out the scene locally. Though small towns aren't likely to have parades, many large cities such as New York City, Boston, St. Louis, San Francisco, Chicago, London (UK) Montreal (Canada) and Sydney (Australia) have great celebrations

[image: C:\Users\Mioara\Desktop\CURS CL VI NOU\leprechaun1.jpg]
B. CHINESE NEW YEAR
Chinese New Year is the most important of the traditional Chinese holidays. In China, it is also known as the 'Spring Festival'.  The evening preceding Chinese New Year's Day is an occasion for Chinese families to gather for the annual reunion dinner. 
Chinese New Year is the longest and most important festival in the Chinese calendar. 
 People will spend a lot of  money to buy presents, decoration, material, food, and clothing. It is also traditional for every family to thoroughly clean  the house, in order to sweep away any ill-fortune and to make way for good incoming luck. Windows and doors will be decorated with red colour paper-cuts and couplets with popular themes of "good fortune" or "happiness", "wealth", and "longevity." On the Eve of Chinese New Year, supper is a feast with families. Food will include such items as pigs, ducks, chicken and sweet delicacies. The family will end the night with firecrackers. Early the next morning, children will greet their parents by wishing them a healthy and happy new year, and receive money in red paper envelopes. The Chinese New Year tradition is to reconcile, forget all grudges and sincerely wish peace and happiness for everyone.

[image: C:\Users\Mioara\Desktop\2012-Chinese-New-Year-greeting1.jpg]

Activity 5 –Writing
Write a paragraph about one celebration. Present it to the class.
VALENTINE’S[image: C:\Users\Mioara\Documents\funny-valentines-day-picture.jpg]DAY

OPTIONAL   ACTIVITY- (Pair-Work)-Read these Valentines and try to write a similar one
Funny Valentines
*I love you, I love you,                                                                                                                                                      Please be my Valentine,
And give me your bubble gum                                                                                                                          Because you are sitting on mine!
                                                                                   ** Roses are red,
                                                                                        Violets are blue,
                                                                                        I copied your exams 
                                                                                       And I failed, too…
***My love is like a cabbage
Divided into two,
The leaves I give to others,
The heart I give to you.
VALENTINE’S DAY-ANEXA 1
It is celebrated every year on 14th February. It’s the day when people show their affection for another person by sending  anonymous cards, flowers or chocolates with messages of love.The day gets its name from a famous saint. It is said that he was a priest from Rome in the third century AD. Emperor Claudius II had banned marriages because he thought married men were bad soldiers. Valentine thought this was unfair, so he broke the rules and arranged marriages in secret. When Claudius found out, Valentine was sentenced to death and thrown in  jail. There, he fell in love with the jailor’s blind daughter. His love and belief in God cured her blindness, and when he was taken to be executed on February 14 he sent her a love letter signed “From your Valentine”.
However, Valentine’s Day is a very old tradition, originating from a pagan fertility festival. The Romans had a festival called Lupercalia in the middle of February, officially the start of their springtime.During the celebration boys drew names of girls from a box. They became boyfriend and girlfriend during the festival and sometimes they even got married!
Nowadays, Valentine’s day celebrates love worldwide from India to Iceland. In the UK a lot of money is spent on this day: 22 million spent on flowers, 7 million red roses are sent, 12 million cards are sent to the loved ones.Once the text messaging exploded, more than 30 million web messages are sent all over the world.
There are some symbols associated with this festival : the heart, the ribbon, doves, Cupid and the rose. The red rose means passionate love, romantic love. The white rose means purity, innocence and “I am worthy of you”.Pink signifies admiration and grace. Yellow –joy,jealousy.
In China the equivalent of Valentine’s Day is the “Qixi Festival,” which means “The Night of Seven,” and is celebrated usually in early August. This love tragedy tale tells the story of two stars in the Milky Way, which were separated by the Goddess of Heaven.  The lovers get the chance to see each other just once a year - during the Qixi celebration. 
in Argentina, in addition to February 14th they set aside seven days in July for “sweetness week.”  From the 13th to the 20th, lovers and friends will exchange candies and kisses. This week typically ends with “Friendship Day”.
 In Brazil the local equivalent to Valentine’s Day is “Dia dos enamorados” or “Lovers day” and is on June 12th.  Brazilians love to exchange chocolates, flowers, cards etc…Brazilians also celebrate “Saint Anthony’s Day,” which commemorates the patron saint of marriage.
Dragobete is a traditional Romanian holiday originating from Dacian times and celebrated on February 24.  It is around this time that the birds begin to build their nests and mate. On this day, considered locally the first day of spring, boys and girls gather   flowers and sing together. If the weather allows, girls and boys pick snowdrops or other early spring plants for the person they are courting. In Romania, Dragobete is known as a day for lovers, rather like Valentine's Day.
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Valentine’s Day Lesson & Worksheet Series

1. Where did Valentine's Day come from?
2. Why Is Cupid Related to Valentine's Day?

3. Who was Saint Valentine?

4. How much money is made by the Valentine's Day
holiday?

5. Who Celebrates Valentine's Day?

6. What Other Holidays Honor Love Throughout The
World?

7. What are the most popular items to exchange
during Valentine's Day?

8. What do the different colors of roses signify?
9. What symbols are associated with Valentine's Day?

10. Why is Valentine's Day celebrated on February 147
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